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CITY OF TIOGA
City Commission Meeting Minutes

February 1, 2021
A meeting of the City Commission of the City of Tioga was called to order at 7:00 pm on February 1, 2021, at the Tioga City Hall, by the City Commission Vice President Natalie Bugbee.

PRESENT:  
Tim Christianson, Natalie Bugbee, Larry Maize, Jessica Sandberg, Elizabeth Pendlay (on phone), Abby Salinas
ABSENT:
Tim Sundhagen
GUEST:
Jennifer Knutson, Ramona Barmoen, Erling Barmoen, Ronda Davidson, Rhonda Rehkl, Dennis Rehak, Michael Nobles, Edelyn Nobles, Jeff Moberg, Shawna Nelson, Lea Heiney, Mike Cebulla, Jacob Orledge, Josh Reiner, Dan Larson
Christianson made a motion to approve the Commission Minutes of January 19, 2021 Regular Meeting, second by Sandberg.  Roll Call: Ayes; Christianson, Sandberg, Maize

Commissioners Reports: 
Christianson:
None
Bugbee:
None
Sandberg:
1% Grant Applications we approved and will not go to the County Commission Board for final approval. 
Maize:
None
Sundhagen: 
Absent 
Modifications/Approval of Agenda:

Sandberg made a motion to approve agenda with no changes made, second by Christianson. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Sandberg, Maize

Old Business:
1. Legal – Elizabeth Pendlay – Advised the Commission Board that she is currently in Conversations with City Auditor regarding re-platting City Properties. Pendlay also advised that Mike Cebulla (General Manager) of CC Steele has replied to her emails and is currently present to talk the Commission Board regarding their contract with the City for construction on Simons addition and late fee’s in the amount of $53,000 that the Commission Board had approved and applied to CC Steele in July 2020. Cebulla addressed Commission Board and stated that due to rain days in 2019 construction could not be completed on time, CC Steele construction halted due to winter and they returned in April of 2020 but due to frost work did not start till May, however he also feels that alot of other work was completed that had cost CC Steele money and is asking that previous late fee’s be retracted and decreased to 10 days which is the equivalent of $10,000 total and that is all CC Steele is willing to assist with. City of Tioga already paid for seeding and sprinkler system that CC Steele agreed to pay for previously. Cebulla states that project is under budget even though CC Steele completed a tremendous amount of work and City was in breach of contract because of the change in Engineer Firm. Commissioner Bugbee stated that even though there was rain there were also clear days that CC Steele could have worked and chose not to, then winter came and the Commission had no choice but to halt the construction till 2020 construction season so the amount was reduced from $127,000 to $53,000 which was more than fair. Christianson states late fees could have been more and should have continued after substantial completion according to contract. Pendlay stated that according to NDDOT rain fall was 21 days and City reduced 74 days of late fee’s and further Ackerman-Estvold leaving was not a circumstance that the City caused or encouraged which happened in February of 2020. According to Josh Reiner from Moore Engineering stated CC Steele was contacted before returning to Tioga in 2020 to inform them of the change in Engineer Firm and to set up a kick off meeting for the 2020 construction & mobilization and CC Steele did not object, also in order to give a warranty the engineer of record needed to review and approve the televising which was not completed at the time. Cebulla states $10,000 is gracious. 
Sandberg made a motion to table lowering LD’s until full Commission Board is able to review all data and make a sound decision until next Commission Meeting on 02-16-2021 at 7pm, second by Maize. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Sandberg, Maize
2. Moore Engineering: Josh Reiner – Handed exhibit to Commission Board of new proposed plans of South Main project and the new decreased cost estimate to complete the project. Discussions held. 
Christianson made a motion to approve the new proposed plans and new cost estimate on the South Main Project contingent on Sundhagen review and approval, second by Maize. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Sandberg, Maize

Reiner also advised Commission Board that there might be a price change for the Engineer updates on South Main but that has not been determined yet and will present that as a change on a later date. The geo technological draft report for South Main was received and Moore is currently reviewing it before approving. All 2018 TAP documentation has been received and will be working on closing out that project. 2019 Tap project will be bid out on Friday. 
New Business:
3. Abatement for Hillcrest & Benson Apartments – Jennifer Knutson and Ramona Barmon owners of Hillcrest & Benson Apartments handed exhibits to Commission Board of application for abatement on their properties. Both owners state that the property taxes have went up $3,000 for the year 2020 but the appraisal is still the one used in 2016 and are requesting Commission Board to consider lowering their assessments. Lea Heiney, Williams County Appraiser Handed exhibits to Commission of cover letter, Williams County valuation & equalization, pictures and layout of properties, income statement and all apartment complexes in Tioga valuation from 2020 compared to 2019. Heiney explained that the valuation was fair and asked Commission Board to deny request to lower or refund taxes for 2020. Discussions held.
Christianson made a motion to deny lowering the abatement for Hilcrest & Benson Apartments, second by Sandberg.  Call: Ayes; Christianson, Sandberg Nays: Maize, motion carried 
4. County Assessor – Lea Heiney – Advised Commission Board that she is seeking direction on how Commission Board would like to her to assess the Tioga Apartments since gross rent multiplier can’t be used because of lack of sales. The 2 available options to assess properties in Tioga would be; Option 1. Is to use the Market approved expense, vacancy and cap rate Option 2. Is to use Replacement cost 
Sandberg made a motion to table until next Commission Meeting on 02-16-2021 at 7pm so full Commission Board can be available and she can familiarize herself more with City assessments, second by Christianson.  Call: Ayes; Christianson, Sandberg, Maize
5. Airport Appointments – Salinas handed exhibit to Commission Board of Letters of Interest for the open Airport Authority Board from Wayne Knutson and Michael Nobles for their review and consideration. 
Christianson made a motion to appoint Michael Nobles to the Airport Authority Board for a 5-year term, second by Bugbee.  Call: Ayes; Christianson, Bugbee, Maize  

6. City Hall Fire Alarm System – Salinas handed exhibit for cost estimates for electrical and replacement of City Hall fire alarm system for their review and consideration.  
Christianson made a motion to approve the estimates of the electrical from K-Squared and replacement of fire alarm system from Johnson Controls, second by Maize.  Call: Ayes; Christianson, Sandberg, Maize

7. Resolution 2021-02 Removal of Staff from Municipal Court Accounts – Resolution: #2021-02 Agenda Item: 7 Date: February 1, 2021 BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Commission of the City of Tioga, Williams County, North Dakota: A RESOLUTION TO MODIFY THE SIGNATURE CARDS FOR THE CITY OF TIOGA MUNICIPAL COURT BANK ACCOUNT. Whereas; the City of Tioga, Williams County, North Dakota, is a municipal corporation, organized and existing under the laws so the State of North Dakota; Whereas; in order to facilitate the order processing of City of Tioga business the City Auditor has requested that Abby Salinas (Auditor), Kelli Jo Haider (Police Department Dispatcher), and Jessica Sandberg (Police Commissioner) be listed as signers on the City of Tioga Municipal Court Account and that Monica Sundhagen be removed from said signature card. Now, therefore, the City Commission approves the removal of Monica Sundhagen from the City of Tioga Municipal Court Bank Account. 
Maize made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-02 Removal of Staff from Municipal Account, second by Christianson.  Call: Ayes; Christianson, Sandberg, Maize
8. End of Year – Salinas handed exhibit to Commission Board of End of Year Balances and Budget changes for their review and consideration.
Christianson made a motion to approve End of Year Balances and Budget Changes, second by Sandberg.  Call: Ayes; Christianson, Sandberg, Maize
9. Pine Ridge – Dan Larson handed exhibits to Commission Board for their review of completed plat for Pine Ridge and wanted them to be aware that in the future the owners of Pine Ridge would like to give streets that are privately owned to the City of Tioga and have the Commission Board approve a special assessment district on the Pine Ridge Properties in order to improve streets, curbs and gutters.
Consent Approval: 
10. Payroll 01-22-2021
11. Bills for January 2021 - TOTAL $249,458.41 Acme $625.82; Advance Business Methods $95.00; Aramark $472.36; Banyon $2,975.00; Best Buy $258.00; Boss $292.64; Computech $1106.75; Deere Credit $64,499.62; Dragonfly $144.00; Eelectro Watchman $727.25; Fedex $9.48; Fiesal Law $597.99; First District Health $75.00; Furseth Olson & Evert $700.00; H2I Group $430.00; Info Tech $107.50; Lesmeister, Marlana $861.25; Mid-state $140.00; MDU $11,611.01; Moore $84,736.73; Mountrail Williams Electric $873.04; ND Clerks Assoc $100.00; ND One Call $6.65; ND State Radio $600.00; NDACO Resources $54.00; NCC $1,652.49; Nove Fire $185.00; Office Depot $260.90; Papineau Ins $166.00; Pendlay Law $3,570.00; Pinnacle $2,000.91; Pitney Bowes $261.00; Praxair $46.02; Preble $97.00; R&T $58,818.57; Schocks Safe & Lock $192.99; Secretary of State $36.00; Sirchie $177.85; Strichers $847.44; Tioga Chamber $150.00; Tioga Hardware $223.92; Tioga Museum $2,799.56; Tioga Parts $584.12; Tioga Tribune $533.21; Titan Machinery $350.00; Tracker $1,545.00; ULINE $868.83; Verizon $902.36; Visa $280.36; Wham $59.99; Wanda Bagley $750.00
Salinas handed exhibits to Commission Board of Payroll for 01-22-2021 and Bills for January 2021.
Sandberg made a motion to approve Payroll 01-22-2021 and Bills for January 2021, second by Maize. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Sandberg, Maize

With no further business, the meeting of the Tioga City Commission was adjourned by unanimous vote moved by Sandberg, second by Maize at 9:42p.m. call: Ayes; Christianson, Bugbee, Sandberg, Maize
The next meeting of the City of Tioga Commission Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday February 16, 2021 at 7:00 p.m., to be held at the Tioga City Hall.   











                                                                                         ________________________________________






              Natalie Bugbee, Tioga Commission Vice President
ATTEST:

______________________________________
Abby Salinas, Tioga City Auditor
