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CITY OF TIOGA
City Commission Meeting Minutes

May 4, 2015
A meeting of the City Commission of the City of Tioga was called to order at 7:00 pm on May 4, 2015, at the Tioga City Hall, by President of the City Commission Drake McClelland.

PRESENT:  
Drake McClelland, Todd Thompson, John Grubb, Heather Weflen, Ronda Davidson, Ben Johnson, and Tarie Bunner


 
ABSENT:
None
Guest:
Tom Johnson, John Schumacher, Brian Osowski, Jeff Spivey, Chris Norgaard, Chris Rollag
Minutes:
Motion made by Davidson to approve the minutes of April 20, 2015 as written, seconded by Grubb.  Roll  Call: Ayes; 5 Nays; 0 Motion carried

Motion made by Grubb to approve the minutes from the April 23, 2015 Special Meeting as written, seconded by Davidson.  Roll Call: Ayes; 5 Nays; 0 Motion Carried.


Motion made by Grubb to approve the minutes from the April 23, 2015 Board of Equalization Meeting as written, seconded by Davidson.  Roll Call: Ayes; 5 Nays; 0 Motion Carried.
Commissioners Reports:

Weflen advised nothing to report.

Davidson advised she had 2 items to report, and turned the floor over to Jeff Spivey for more.  Spivey advised the police department applied for and was granted an extension on their Oil Impact grant for officers pay in the amount of $52,771. 39.  


Spivey also advised that he and Police Chief Maize met with Maxine Shannon, Drake McClelland and Ronda Davidson regarding the ferrel cat issue and have come to an agreement.  Maxine Shannon and her partner will be inspecting the cats that are picked up by the officers and determining if the cats will be able to be adopted or if they will need to be taken to farms either way the cats will be relocated and not disposed of.  


Grubb advised that the city is having issues with trash coming through the sewer system from the development north of the grocery store and he will be looking into enforcing clean up as well as having the police department issuing citations.


Thompson advised that deputy auditor Abby Salinas has completed her 90 day probation period and has received her review submitted by Auditor Tarie Bunner.  Thompson advised that Bunner is requesting a 4% raise for Salinas to put her pay as equal to newly hired dispatchers.  Motion made by Davidson to approve the 4% raise for Abby Salinas, seconded by Grubb.  Roll Call:  Ayes; 5 Nays; 0 Motion Carried.

Public Input
Modifications/Approval of Agenda:



None  
Old Business

Ackerman-Estvold:


John Schumacher reported that the GIS mapping proposal has been submitted and they are looking for a decision by Commission.  McClelland requested Grubb and Weflen get together and make a decision by the first meeting in June. 


Schumacher advised they have completed a punch list of Annabel Development and will be presenting the commission with a compiled analysis, report and CLOMAR status by the next Commission meeting.


Schumacher advised the Adendum for Main Street North has been posted on quest and that he will be completing a proposal for updating the EAP for Tioga Dam.  

Tom Johnson advised Quam has mobilized and is in process of completing work from last fall.  Johnson advised that Ackerman’s attorney will be getting with the City’s attorney to discuss the issues with JR Civil LLC and where and how to proceed from there.  Johnson advised he has attempted to contact Keuckly three times and has yet to hear back from them on a proposed date and time when they will begin finishing their jobs from last fall.  

AE2S:


Charlie Vein requested approval to go out for bids on the Water Main and Water Tower projects.  He advised they are looking to go out for bid on June 3, 2015 on the Water Main and the Water Tower will be 2 weeks later.  


Vein advised that legislative has met and passed the 65/35 cost share proposal with an emergency plan and as soon as the Governor has decided and signed the bill Tioga will be top priority.  He advised the next legislative meeting will be on May 20, 2015 when the State Water commission will give staff directions to proceed.


Motion made by Grubb to approve going out for bid on the Water Main project, second by Weflen.  Roll Call: Ayes; 5 Nays; 0 Motion Carried.


Motion made by Weflen to approve going out for bid on the Water Tower project, second by Grubb. Roll Call: Ayes; 5 Nays; 0 Motion Carried.

Annexations:


Discussion was made regarding timeline of providing services to areas being annexed, Grubb advised the city has up to 5 years if they choose.  Discussion was made regarding the areas for annexation and which areas to begin annexing in to the city.  

Motion made by Weflen to proceed with section 26, 28 and the city shop, second by Grubb.  Roll Call: Ayes; 3 Nays; 0 McClelland and Davidson abstained.

Revised Budget:


Bunner advised due to the extension of the police department’s grant, they made a change in their budget taking the $52,000 from permanent employee wages and put it in Operations and Maintenance.  

Motion made by Davidson to approve the change of the revised budget, second by Grubb.  Roll Call: Ayes; 5 Nays; 0 Motion Carried.


Motion made by Grubb to approve the revised budget as presented with the change to pd, second by Davidson.  Roll call: Ayes; 5 Nays; 0 Motion Carried.

Sewer Cost Analysis:


Grubb advised the city is and has been operating at a loss on sewer for quite some time to the amount of $31,203.48 per year.  Advised the City needs to raise residential rates by $2.06 per account and commercial accounts by $6.12 per account.  The residential rates would become $15.00 for 10,000 gallons and .10 cents per every 1,000 gallons after 10,000.  Commercial rates would become $30.00 for the first 10,000 gallons and .20 cents per every 1,000 gallons after that.  Grubb advised that this will simply get the city operating in the black and new rates will be determined once an interim and long term plan on treatment are decided on.  

Motion made by Thompson to approve the new sewer rates as presented, second by Weflen.  Roll Call: Ayes; 5 Nays; 0 Motion Carried.

Amendments to the Employee Handbook:


Bunner advised she has been making amendments to the handbook as issues arise.  Bunner read the proposed amendments as written.  

Motion made by Grubb to approve the amendments as presented, second by Thompson.  Roll Call: Ayes; 5 Nays; 0 Motion Carried.

Rich’s last day:


Discussion was made regarding the last day of former Community Service Director Rich Zahrasjek.  Motion made by Grubb to make Zahrasjek’s last day May 5, 2015, second by Davidson.  Roll Call: Ayes; 5 Nays; 0 Motion Carried.

Resolution 2015-17 Jason Phillips


McClelland advised the interview committee, after holding several interviews, has made a recommendation to hire Jason Phillips.  Weflen requested his resume be emailed to her for her review.  Discussion was made regarding the process of hiring city employees and that the city has adopted the policy of having an interview committee make recommendations to the Commission rather than having each commissioner interview all prospective employees.  


Motion made by Grubb to adopt resolution 2015-17 as presented, second by Thompson.  Roll Call: Ayes; 5 Nays; 0.  Motion Carried.
Resolution 2015-18 Amendments to Ordinance


McClelland read all amendments proposed.  Discussion was made regarding issues with the proposed amendments and wording within.  


Motion made by Weflen to table this resolution until the next regular meeting, second by Davidson.  Roll Call: Ayes; 5 Nays; 0 Motion Carried.

AMKO;


Brian Oswoski presented a brief introduction of himself and his firm and what services they offer to municipalities.  

Bakken Bench Advertising:


No one was present to present information.

Water Tower Design:


Bunner advised these were the designs prepared by AE2S for the water tower, one was the most popular pirate logo, one contained a pumper unit and one had no logo just words.  All three incorporated both “home of the pirates” and “oil capital of ND”.  McClelland advised to let citizens vote until May 29, 2015 at which time the commission will announce the winner.
Designation of Official Newspaper:


Discussion was made regarding the issues with Tioga Tribune dropping notices and not placing notices in the paper in a timely manner and the concerns the city has with the efficiency and ethics of the Tioga Tribune.  Grubb suggested the City give them another chance.  
Motion made by Grubb to designate Tioga Tribune as the City of Tioga’s official newspaper, second by Weflen.  Roll Call: Ayes; 5 Nays; 0 Motion Carried.
Permits:


Bunner presented 4 gamming permits.

Motion made by Davidson pending clarification of all, second by Weflen.  Roll Call: Ayes; 5 Nays; 0 Motion carried.
Tioga Fund Application:


Thompson presented the application made by the Tioga Golf Course for $60,000 for repairs and maintenance.  Thompson advised the Tioga Fund Board recommended an approval of $40,000.  


Motion made by Davidson to approve $40,000 to Tioga Golf Course for repairs and maintenance, second by Grubb.  Roll Call: Ayes; 5 Nays; 0 Motion carried.

With no further business the meeting of the Tioga City Commission was adjourned by McClelland at 9:00 p.m. 

The next meeting of the City of Tioga is scheduled for Tuesday May 12, 2015 at 7:00 p.m., to be held at the Tioga City Hall.  This will be a special Meeting to discuss the Wastewater Treatment Interim plan and the Main Street North Contract award.  







______________________________________








Drake McClelland, President of the City Commission
ATTEST:

_______________________________________
Tarie Bunner, City Auditor
