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CITY OF TIOGA
City Commission Meeting Minutes

January 3, 2023
youtu.be/990ihihoSRc
A meeting of the City Commission of the City of Tioga was called to order at 7:00 pm on January 3, 2023, at the Tioga City Hall, by the City Commission President Kevin Litten.

PRESENT:  
Kevin Litten, Tim Christianson, Shawn Travis, Jessica Sandberg-Steele, Larry Maize, Elizabeth Pendlay (on phone), Abby Salinas
ABSENT:
None
GUEST:
Jacob Orledge, Judy Odegaard, Josh Reiner, Wayne Knutson, Cody Normark, Dan Larson, Wendy Lenzen, Norma Brilz, Barry Ramberg, Rick Raan, Dean Hanson, Jeff Moe, Laura Jean Rosencrans, David Papineau, Veronica McGinnity, Chuck Stewart, Fran Stewart, Shana Iverson, Deon Iverson, Linda Schmidt , Richard Schmidt, Chelsy Weisz, Joel Shaffett, Chris Norgaard
Christianson made a motion to approve the Commission Minutes of December 5, 2022 regular Commission Meeting with no errors and omissions, second by Maize.  Roll Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Steele, Maize
Commissioners Reports: 

Christianson:
Advised Commission Board that the Water Superintendent is currently out until end of January, The boiler at the lift station is currently down and there are other items that need to get fixed at the Waste Water Treatment Plant. He also added that an Inspection will need to be scheduled for the water tower just for maintenance upkeep. 
Travis:
Advised Commission Board that he has reviewed City Financials for the month and all are in good standing. 
Steele:
Advised Commission Board that Police Chief Nelson has returned to work.   

Maize:
Advised Commission Board that he feels the City needs to have added snow removal equipment for the front of City trucks. Handed Commission Board estimates of cost to place snow plows in front of City trucks with the added suspension for the truck it would be $14,250. Maize added this would be good for the tighter spaces that need to be plowed. 
Maize made a motion to approve estimate of up to $14,250 for a plow that includes the adding of suspension for the truck, second by Christianson. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Steele, Maize
Litten:

None

Modifications/Approval of Agenda:

Steele made a motion to approve agenda as written, second by Maize. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Steele, Maize

Old Business:
1. Legal – Pendlay – Advised Commission Board that she has reviewed task orders from Moore and they are ready to sign and is currently working on some City Ordinances but nothing to report at this time. 
2. Moore Engineering: Reiner – Advised Commission Board of status update for South Main Construction, handed exhibit to Commission Board of pay application #8 from Teraflex in the amount of $108,723 for the temporary fixes that have been done on South Main as per memorandum of understanding. Reiner states that he has reviewed pay application and recommends approval. 
Christianson made a motion to approve pay application #8 from Teraflex in the amount of $108,723 for the temporary work done on South Main, second by Maize. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Steele, Maize
Reiner gave update to the Commission Board on the NE Reconstruction phase 2 is taking place and will bring a change order with new timeline to next meeting, Christianson stated that Strata Corp was supposed to take care of snow removal in that construction area and has not done so according to understanding before Strata Corp’s workers left for the winter. Reiner said he will look into the situation. Reiner also gave update on the Tioga Dam Project and is seeking approval of Task order #3 and #4 for Tioga Dam Safety Improvements and the Tioga Dam Recreational Trail Project that City Attorney Pendlay has reviewed and stated both task orders are good to sign.
Maize made a motion to approve Task Order #3 for the Dam Safety Improvements, second by Travis. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Steele, Maize
Steele made a motion to approve Task Order #4 for the Tioga Dam Recreational Trail Project, second by Maize. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Steele, Maize
New Business:

3. Barry Ramberg/ETJ – County Commissioner Ramberg Addressed the Tioga City Commissioners and stated that he feels it’s possible because of the Home Rule Charter to allow people outside the City Limits in the ETJ (Extra Territorial Jurisdiction) to vote, he stated for Tioga commissioners to talk to City Attorney. Ramberg also asked Commission Board if they had any intentions of extending the ETJ since the Commission Board had just recently annexed in KS Industries. Litten stated that at this time they had no intentions. 
4. Bob Anderson/Questions – Anderson asked the Tioga Commission Board questions regarding the Community Center that have been answered previously. Discussions held. 
5. 2023 Open Airport Seat – Salinas handed exhibit to Commission Board for their review and consideration of letters of interest from Wayne Knutson, and Curtis Vande Sandt. 
Christianson made a motion to appoint Curtis Vande Sandt to the current 5-Year term Airport Seat, second by Travis. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Steele Abstained; Maize
6. Tioga Fund Applications – Salinas handed the Commission Board for their review and consideration of Tioga Fund Applications from Tioga Chamber of Commerce in the amount of $20,000 for operating expenses in 2023, from Tioga Area EDC in the amount of $27,000 for operating expenses in the year 2023. Tioga Fund Board has reviewed these applications and recommends approval

Steele made a motion to approve the Tioga Chamber application in the amount of $20,000 for operating expenses in 2023 and the Tioga EDC application in the amount of $27,000 for operating expenses in 2023, second by Travis. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Steele, Maize
7. Commission Meeting Dates, Planning and Zoning Meeting Dates, Payroll Dates, Holiday Scheduled Dates and Bank ACH Payroll Dates – Salinas handed exhibits to Commissioner Board for their review and consideration of Commission meeting dates, Planning and Zoning meeting dates, payroll dates, holiday scheduled dates and bank ACH payroll dates.
Christianson made a motion to approve Commission meeting dates, Planning and Zoning meeting dates, payroll dates, holiday scheduled dates and bank ACH payroll dates as stated, second by Travis. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Steele, Maize
8. Job Description and Interview Questions for PT Economic Development Director – Salinas handed exhibit to Commission for their review and consideration of the job description and interview questions for the PT Economic Development Director.
Steele made a motion to approve the job description and interview questions for the PT Economic Development Director, second by Maize. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Steele, Maize
9. Bank Accounts and Depositories – Litten (President of the Commission) Advised the Commission Board and constituents that after discussions with different bank institutions and having received different interest rates and proposals from each, Bank of Tioga offered 2.50% Interest which comes in at an earning of $450,000 over the year, US Bank offered 2.50% interest which comes in at an earning of $450,000 over the year, Gate City Bank offered 3.0% interest which comes in at an earning of $540,000 over the year. Litten also stated that although more benefits and interest were offered are other banking institutions he felt that Bank of Tioga had made a good effort and would like to see the City stay with Bank of Tioga because they are local and it’s easier for city staff. 
Steele made a motion to approve that the depositories and bank accounts stay with Bank of Tioga for the year 2023, second by Travis. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Steele, Maize
10. 1st Reading Ordinance 2023-01 Correction of Clerical Error in Chapter 1, 1st Reading Ordinance 2023-02 Updated Chapter 8 Traffic and 1st Reading Ordinance 2023-03 Update Chapter 5 Planning and Zoning – Salinas handed exhibit to Commission Board for their review and consideration of Ordinance 2023-01 Correction of Clerical Error in Chapter 1 - AN ORDINANCE MAKING CORRECTION OF CLERICAL ERRORS EXISTING WITHIN CHAPTER 1 THE ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF TIOGA (GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION). BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF TIOGA, NORTH DAKOTA, AS FOLLOWS: 
The City of Tioga (the “City”), having become aware of certain clerical errors existing within Chapter 1 of the City of Tioga Ordinances, which inaccurately states a 3rd Commission Meeting date each month. ARTICLE 2 - Governing Body - Board of City Commissioners 1.0201 Regular Meetings. The Tioga City Council shall meet regularly at the City Hall on the first and third and fifth Monday of each month at the hour of 7:00 p.m. unless some other time and place shall be specifically fixed by the Board. The Board shall meet in addition thereto, as often as required by Section 47-09-11 of the North Dakota Century Code. Scope of Correction/Modification/Amendment: Except as expressly corrected, modified and amended herein, the provisions of Chapter 1 of the City of Tioga Ordinances shall remain in full force and effect.
Steele made a motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 2023-01 Correction of Clerical Error in Chapter 1, second by Christianson. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Steele, Maize
Salinas handed exhibit to Commission Board for their review and consideration of Ordinance 2023-02 Updated Chapter 8 Traffic.
Steele made a motion to table 1st reading of Ordinance 2023-02 Updated Chapter 8 Traffic until 01-17-2023 when Chief of Police has reviewed it, second by Maize. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Steele, Maize
Salinas handed exhibit to Commission Board for their review and consideration of Ordinance 2023-03 Updated Chapter 5 Planning and Zoning - AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER 5 (“ZONING –LAND USE PLANNING”), OF THE CITY OF TIOGA ORDINANCES; AN ORDINANCE GOVERNING ZONING, LAND USE PLANNING. BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF TIOGA, NORTH DAKOTA, AS FOLLOWS: 5.1400 Enforcement. The administration and enforcement of this ordinance (Chapter 5) is hereby vested in the Tioga City Commission, the Tioga Planning Commission, the Building Inspector/Community Service Director and the City Auditor. The duty of the Tioga City Commission or its appointed representative is to investigate the violations of the provisions of this ordinance (Chapter 5).  If the City Commission finds a violation of this ordinance, they shall order in writing the correction of the violation. The City Commission may institute appropriate action or proceedings for the purpose of: 1. Prosecuting any violation. 2. Restraining, correcting or abating such violation. 3. Preventing the occupancy of any building, structure or land in violation of this ordinance. 4. Preventing any illegal act, conduct, business or use in or about any buildings, structure or land in violation of this ordinance. 5. Penalties for Violations. a. Violation of the provisions of this ordinance (Chapter 5) or failure to comply with any of its requirements, including violations on conditions and safeguards established in connection with grants or variances or conditional uses, shall constitute a misdemeanor.  Any person who violates this ordinance or fails to comply with any of its requirements shall upon conviction thereof be punished by a fine not exceeding $500 or by imprisonment not to exceed 30 days or by both such fine and imprisonment for each such offense, and in addition shall pay costs and expenses involved in the case.  Each day such violation continues shall be considered a separate offense. b. Nothing herein contained shall prevent the Commission Board from taking such other lawful action as is necessary to prevent or remedy any violation. Nothing herein contained shall prevent the Commission Board from taking such other lawful action as is necessary to prevent or remedy any violation. (full copy of this updated chapter can be requested at City Hall)
Christianson made a motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 2023-03 Updated Chapter 5 Planning and Zoning, second by Steele. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Steele, Maize
Consent Approval: 
11. Special Liquor License Applications – Salinas handed an exhibit to Commission Board for their review and consideration of a Special Liquor License Applications from the Rig Lounge/Deborah Trones for a Christmas Party on January 20, 2023 and Special Event at the Community Center on February 10, 2023.
12. Local Charity Permit Applications – Salinas handed exhibits to Commission Board for their review and consideration of Local charity Permit Applications from Tioga Public School District for raffles and from Black Gold Dance/Shavaun Tonini for Raffle. 
13. Payroll 12-07-2022 and 12-22-2022 - Salinas handed exhibits to Commission Board for their review and consideration of payroll for 12-07-2022 and 12-22-2022.
14. Bills for November 2022 and December 2022 - Salinas handed exhibits to Commission Board for their review and consideration of the November 2022 and December 2022 Bills.

November 2022 Total: $207,548.03 - Amkota Hotel$198.00; Amazon$261.45; Aramark$768.84 Border Plains$206.15; Computech$804.50; Dakota Fence$121.00; Esterholm$2,475.00; Furseth Olson & Evert PC$500.00; Galls$767.81; Info Tech$334.85; Lesmeiter, Marlana$433.25; Linde Gas$47.77; Menards$285.66; MDU$11,384.54; Moore$83,059.38; ND Dept of Environmental$202.00; ND One call$93.05;ND Water Users Assoc$300.00; NDACO$54.00; NW Communications$2,137.76; ODP$82.08; Pendlay Law$3,450.00; Pinnicle$6,502.09 ;Pitney Bowes$186.33 ; R&T$66,654.81;Radar Shop$494.00; Tioga Hardware$379.81; Tioga Parts$299.51; Tioga Tire$154.91; Tribune$989.88; Tractor & Equiptment$772.96 ;Triangle Electric$7,517.11; Verizon$1,214.26; Visa$11,083.46; Wanda Bagley$1,037.50 ;  Wham$113.01; William Younge$1,667.36; Williams County Recorder$270.00 December 2022 TOTAL:  $235,960.00 - ACME$322.24; Advance Business Methods$3590.22; Affinity Global$440.00; Aramark$1,142.04; Balco$236.66; Banyon$129.00; Central Square$4,453.82; Circle$29,038.75; Computech$899.23; Enthalpy Services$2849.00; Ferguson$2,296.82; Fiesel Law$1,555.02; First District Health$150.00; Gefroh Electric$1,720.90; Great Plains$ 67.00; Info Tech$365.40; Jensen Automotive$50.00; Johnson Controls$1,964.40; Lesmeister, Marlana$276.00; Linde Gas$48.30; Main Electric Construction$1,022.15; Mondak$550.00; MDU$16,177.28; Moore$20,216.08; MWE$1707.22; ND Dept of Environmental$881.58; ND One Call$16.35; ND Sewage & Pump$3,750.00; NDACO$54.00; NDFlagpoleguy$80.00; NW Communications$1,785.85; ODP Business Solutions$65.93; Papineau$449.00; Pendlay Law$2,880.00; Pinnacle$6,404.66; Pitney Bowes$150.00; Pitney Bowes Purchase$866.98; Post Board$150.00; R&T$57,955.35; RDO$2520.10; Riteway Business Forms$297.00; Saline Co Sherriff$1,157.00; Share Corp$4418.40; Side Street Diner$2,142.88; Sorensen Productions$10,000.00; Streichers$1,710.28, Sundhagen Sand a& Gravel$292.80; Swains$1,083.27; Tioga Hardware$474.82; Tioga Parts$735.93; Tioga Theater$9,884.00; Tioga Tire$98.91; Tribune$191.10; Tractor & Equiptment$772.96; Uline$727.84; Visa$ 8,039.24; Wanda Bagley$1,350.00; Williams Co Sherriffs$75.00; Williams Co Treasure$23.24 
15. Financials for November 2022- Salinas handed exhibits to Commission Board for their review and consideration of financials for November 2022 of Fund Summary and Balance Sheet. 

Steele made a motion to approve the consent agenda that consists of Special Liquor License Applications from the Rig Lounge/Deborah Trones for a Christmas Party on January 20, 2023 and Special Event at the Community Center on February 10, 2023, Local Charity Permit Applications from Tioga Public School District for raffles and from Black Gold Dance/Shavaun Tonini for Raffle, Payroll for 12-07-2022 and 12-22-2022, Bills for November 2022 and December 2022 and the City Financials for November 2022, second by Maize. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Steele, Maize
With no further business, the meeting of the Tioga City Commission was adjourned by unanimous vote moved by Maize, second by Steele at 8:12p.m. call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Steele, Maize, Litten.
The next meeting of the City of Tioga Commission Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday January 17, 2023 at 7:00 p.m., to be held at the Tioga City Hall.   






                                                                                         ________________________________________







Kevin Litten, Tioga Commission President
ATTEST:

______________________________________
Abby Salinas, Tioga City Auditor

