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CITY OF TIOGA
City Commission Meeting Minutes

July 6, 2021
A meeting of the City Commission of the City of Tioga was called to order at 7:00 pm on July 6, 2021, at the Tioga City Hall, by the City Commission Vice President Natalie Bugbee.

PRESENT:  
Natalie Bugbee, Tim Christianson, Larry Maize, Jessica Steele, Elizabeth Pendlay, Abby Salinas
ABSENT:

GUEST:
Jacob Orledge, Josh Reiner, Dan Larson, Salli Fosburgh, Nikki Judkins, Tyler Judkins, Linda Meyer
Steele made a motion to approve the Commission Minutes of June 21, 2021 Regular Meeting, second by Maize.  Roll Call: Ayes; Christianson, Steele, Maize

Steele made a motion to approve the Commission Minutes of June 22, 2021 Special Meeting, second by Maize.  Roll Call: Ayes; Christianson, Steele, Maize
President of the Commission Natalie Bugbee stated:

As the newly appointed President of the Commission or as some people might refer to the position as Mayor. I accepted this position upon my resignation of Finance Commissioner which I was elected to. I have a few words I’d like to address the community with. First, I would like to thank my fellow citizens that voted for me in the last election to fill an open Commission Seat in which I was initially appointed to prior to the last election. Being voted in as a Commissioner has led me to now fill the open position of President of the Commission by appointment. I am honored that the tax paying citizens had faith in me to be part of the City’s governing body and as Finance Commissioner initially. 
While things in life change in peoples professional and personal life, those changes can affect the public as well, such as now filling the open position of the president of the Commission. Due to an upcoming election the Commissioners felt it was in the best interest of the tax payers to forgo a costly special election and appoint a current Commissioner whom had previously been elected by the tax payers until the 2022 election comes around. A special election is not only costly, but also time consuming because in less than 6 months the packets will be available for anyone who wants to run for an open seat on the City Commission Board. 

While I hold this seat I will do my best for the community I love. Tioga has been the place I call home since the early 1980’s. I’ve raised 6 kids and currently I have 14 ½ grandkids that enjoy everything Tioga has to offer. I want Tioga to be the best that it can be. I want Tioga to be a place where families want to come and raise their kids, where they can be involved in the City schools and churches etc.. I want families to be proud to call Tioga home, a place where people come together and work together to joyfully watch the community be successful and move forward. Any community that is united in their teamwork with all other entities will flourish and become the place where people passing through will want to stop, put down roots, settle in and call Tioga home. 
Again I will do my best for the Citizens and I look forward to the next 11 months. 
Commissioners Reports: 
Christianson:
none
Steele:
None 
Maize:
Advised Commission Board that he was at the South Main construction site and it is progressing. 
Vacant:

Bugbee:
None
Modifications/Approval of Agenda:

Christianson made a motion to correct title under legal it should state corrective statements not defamatory statements with no changes made, second by Steele. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Steele, Maize

Old Business:
1. Legal – Elizabeth Pendlay – Advised Commission Board that there has been misinformation posted on social media regarding special election process. As City Counsel it seems that a citizen is manufacturing controversy for no productive purpose. Every 2 weeks, a Commission Meeting is held where citizens can show up, ask questions and voice their opinions; but instead choose to create laborious conversations on Facebook and they don’t tell the whole story, then the newspaper gets the story and doesn’t tell the whole story and people don’t come to the Commission Meetings so they don’t know the whole story and they treat social media as if is a credible news source and that is problematic. I own some frustration personally, with regards to how we communicate in the modern era. I have read the paper and here are the corrective comments: on June 21 at a Commission Meeting, I referenced an email saying please accept my email as a formal request for a special election. Then last Wednesday I read an article where that same tax payer suggested implicitly that the City was at some fault for not having a special election because in a single one liner at the end of an email that tax payer said if you have any questions about my email give me a call tell me if you need something. In my business that is standard practice at the end of an email. It’s like saying thank you if you need anything let me know or thanks but when I read about it in print it looks like the City has disregarded a clear request for information from a tax payer.  On May 25 before that email was sent this particular tax payer indicated and shared in the Tioga community page I think it was in the Tioga rummage page shared by another party who also worked for the Park indicated that they were fully aware that a petition needing to be filed and vocalized that it was important that if there was someone in the community that was interested in having a special election they would need to prepare that petition and sign it and file it with the City. The prior chatter on social media did not indicate a lack of awareness in this process. In fact, this particular individual wrote what that process was and what needed to be done to accomplish it. When they failed in securing that process they elected to write a very short profunctor email regarding the City neglecting to do their part. It’s really important the City listen to it’s citizens or any government listens to it’s citizens that is the basis of American democracy rule, but I also think it’s deeply unfair to fail to meet your own duties as a citizen and then to contort the story after the fact to create controversy. It’s very counterproductive, hugely unfair to the people that are involved and it causes legal counsel to get involved which cost the tax payers money to correct. None of this happened in a public meeting, all this was on social media.  At every single meeting and I’ve looked where we say Commission Board vacancy during my tenure with the City, we have articulated to the citizens the process by which that is controlled. Citizens can like the process or not that is something they would have to address with the State Legislature not the City, but it’s a process we have complied with and we have made sure citizens are aware of. Clearly on May 25 the complaining citizen was aware of that process but by the time we read the complaint in June they are apparently not aware of it. I hope that people would come participate in government at meetings, ask credible questions that’s your duty as a citizens, keep your government in check. Figure out what you want to do if you want to change a process, be present, be vocal but that’s not the same thing as a Facebook post where everyone adds on to a post which is how the newspaper became aware. There is process that was followed and the City didn’t do anything wrong in advising the citizens of that process and saying we got your email, but an e-mail doesn’t meet the threshold of what is required. That was done at the last meeting on June 21, 2021. I read about it a week later and its acrimonious. I don’t want to stir more drama but I’m tired of seen this stuff happen. There have been a series of events that I would say have transpired over the last couple of years, that the former President of the Commission Tim Sundhagen eluted to when he spoke at great length at how important it is for people to put their individual personalities aside to get along in their institutional roles as leaders and as employees to work together to better the City as a whole and I’m reasonably certain that people are not doing that. These are personality differences that have existed for years, they are entrenched and now they are boiling over, creating undue public controversy. I have stated the reasons we choose to appoint. I also know that if a Citizen showed up in a meeting and stated why they had strong feeling about a special election the Commission would consider it. I also know that if someone submitted a petition for a special election as we repeatedly explained over the course of many meeting in the last year and a half I would ensure that petition would trigger the election but it’s frustrating to see the comments on social media and not in a meaningful participation in government, being dramatic on a social media platform is not meaningful participation in government. For the record, this person knew the process, a couple of weeks later I read the paper that says something 180 degrees to the contrary, a City worker is banged up in the press and that is unfair. People need to take responsibility you can talk about your rights as a citizen all day long but if you don’t exercise them or ask meaningful questions to help you exercise them then my sympathy is limited.  
2. Moore Engineering: Josh Reiner – Informed Commission Board of construction progress for the South Main project and TAP 2021 project. Handed exhibit of change order #2 from Moore Engineering for construction over view in an amount not to exceed $15,500 due to the TAP 2019 project being extended. 
Christianson made a motion to approve Change order #2 from Moore Engineering for construction overview in the amount not to exceed $15,500, second by Maize. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Steele, Maize
Reiner handed an exhibit to the Commission Board of a NDDOT progress payment application #2 in the amount of $109,705.48 and recommends approval. 

Maize made a motion to approve progress payment #2 in the amount of $109,705.48 from NDDOT for work completed to date on the TAP 2019 project, second by Christianson.  Roll Call: Ayes; Christianson, Steele, Maize
Reiner also advised that on intersection of Welo and Signal Road there is a man hole with the valley gutter that needs replacement because it is 5 inches taller than street level and can lead to bigger issues in future. Reiner also states that cost should be under $10,000 but because no one knows what is under the ground that is causing the rise of the valley gutter it can be up to $20,000. Maize stated before approving the money to fix he would like to see what Reiner is talking about. Arrangements were made to see the man hole. 
New Business:
3. Police Department Copier – Eric Romero – Advised Commission Bard that the Police Department copier has not been working and the techs and IT have tried to fix but it still did not correct the problem and the warranty ended last year. Romero handed exhibit to Commission Board for their review and consideration of an estimate to trade old copier in and receive a new one in the amount of $3,895. 
Steele made a motion to approve the trade in of the old copier and the purchase of a new copier for the Police Department in the amount of $3,895.00, second by Maize. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Steele, Maize

Consent Approval: 
4. Payroll 07-07-2021 - Salinas handed exhibit to Commission Board for their review and consideration of payroll for 07-07-2021.
5. Bills for June 2021 – Salinas handed exhibit of bills for June 2021 to Commission Board for their review and consideration. Total $247,190.17 – Advance Business Methods $242.53; Armark $451.43; Amazon $386.06; Balco $100.50; Border Plains $165.12; Boss $36.95; Braun Trucking $15,000.00; Circle Sanitation $24,871.25; Computech $1,478.75; DEQ Chemistry $251.58; Fed Ex $42.51; Ferguson $3,457.97; First District $75.00; Furseth Olson & Evert $726.95; Galls $390.17; Green Carpet Lawn $600.00; Govoffice LLC $660.00; Info Tech $98.25; Minot Daily News $117.00; Moore $62,471.40; MDU $9,948.63; MWE $1,032.14; Municipal Finance Officer $90.00; ND Dept of Environmental $30.00; Native Energy Solutions $2,369.44; ND One Call $103.85; NDACO $54.00; Newman $558.26; NCC $2,173.32; Papineau Ins $14,166.00; Preble $148.50; Pinnacle $3,016.44; Praxair $46.02; R&T $79,081.99; Railroad Management $284.85; Sirchie $154.60; Sweeney Controls $6,785.76; Terracon $8,908.50; Tioga Hardware $839.97; Tioga Machine Shop $50.00; Tioga Parts Supply $87.06; Tioga Tire $28.00; Tioga Tribune $819.78; U R Next Towing $150.00; Verizon $922.95; Visa $2,295.32; Wham $25.11; Wanda Bagley $987.50; WW Auto Service $444.76 
Steele made a motion to approve Payroll for 07-07-2021 and Bills for June 2021, second by Maize. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Steele, Maize

With no further business, the meeting of the Tioga City Commission was adjourned by unanimous vote moved by Maize, second by Steele at 7:43p.m. call: Ayes; Christianson, Bugbee, Steele, Maize
The next meeting of the City of Tioga Commission Meeting is scheduled for Monday July 19, 2021 at 7:00 p.m., to be held at the Tioga City Hall.   






                                                                                         ________________________________________






              Natalie Bugbee, Tioga Commission President
ATTEST:

______________________________________
Abby Salinas, Tioga City Auditor
