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CITY OF TIOGA
City Commission Meeting Minutes

August 16, 2021
A meeting of the City Commission of the City of Tioga was called to order at 7:00 pm on August 16, 2021, at the Tioga City Hall, by the President of the City Commission Natalie Bugbee.
PRESENT:  
Natalie Bugbee, Jessica Steele, Larry Maize, Liz Pendlay, Abby Salinas 
ABSENT:
Tim Christianson 
GUEST:
Jacob Orledge, Vicki Augustus, Gary Spooner, Rick Farrow, Jessica Farrow, Walker Koropatnicki, Josh Reiner, Sarah Litten, Kevin Litten, Steven Jensen, Josh Nelson, Shawna Nelson, Dan Larson, Wayne Knutson, Ronica Pederson, Elise Pendlay 
Steele made a motion to approve the Commission Meeting Minutes of August 2, 2021, second by Maize.  Roll Call: Ayes; Steele, Maize
Commissioners Reports: 
Christianson:
Absent
Steele:
None
Maize:
None 
Bugbee:
None

Modifications/Approval of Agenda:

Steele made a motion to add to the agenda under new business item #4 Raise and Promotion and item #5 Putting old City Vehicles up for Bids then approve agenda with changes made, Second by Maize. Call: Ayes; Maize, Steele
Old Business:
1. Legal – Elizabeth Pendlay – Advised Commission Board that she has returned her focus on the Planning and Zoning Ordinance and a few other items for the Auditors office. Pendlay stated that she also received a letter from Wayne Knutson’s Attorney of an incident that took place on March 17, 2021. The letter was written on July 23, 3021 and City Hall received it on August 5, 2021and was sent to her the following day. Pendlay read the letter received to the Commission Board and constituents that attended: Re: Tioga Airport Authority Board Member Steve Jensen Dear Commission Members: This is in reference to threats Steve Jensen of the Municipal Airport Authority Board made to Wayne Knutson on the Tioga Municipal Airport property. On March 17, 2021, Wayne was at the Tioga Municipal Airport with Dean Hanson. Steve Jensen approached the two men and began screaming at Wayne, making demeaning comments, and threatening Wayne that Steve would "put him out of his misery." From the tone and tenor of Steve's voice and his minutes-long yelling, disjointed tirade, Wayne fears bodily harm and that Steve will, in fact, "put him out of his misery." Steve's behavior was so alarming it visibly upset Dean. Wayne attended to Dean and then called police about 20 minutes after the incident. Deputy Aleacia Braaten arrived to investigate. Since Steve lives in Mountrail County, the Mountrail County Sheriff questioned Steve at his home. No official police report is available, as the incident is still under investigation by the Williams County Sheriff's Department. This kind of behavior by Steve Jensen, who is a Tioga Municipal Airport Authority Board member, is totally unacceptable and unbecoming of an appointed official. On the evening of March 18, 2021, the day after Steve verbally assaulted and threatened Wayne on airport grounds, Wayne attended a meeting of the Tioga Municipal Airport Authority Board. Before the meeting started, Steve himself brought to the attention of the Board his own behavior and threats to Wayne the day before at the airport. Steve became upset, cried, admitted to yelling and threatening Wayne, and said that he is still dealing with the death of his brother twenty years ago, which apparently led him to such behavior. The meeting then officially started, nothing more was said about the matter, and no action was taken. In your capacity as Tioga City Commissioners, we call on you to take appropriate measures and remove Steve Jensen from the Tioga Municipal Airport Authority Board. The members of the Board are there to serve the public and conduct airport business, not to accost patrons of the airport with threats of bodily harm. Pendlay advised Commission Board that she has spoken to Steve Jenson and because of the difference in the letter and Steve Jenson’s version of the what took place that day the City will have to follow procedure of having a public hearing which will be scheduled for September 20, 2021 at 6pm.   
2. Moore Engineering: Josh Reiner – Advised Commission Board of Construction for South and stated that the construction crew has started on curb and gutter. Handed exhibit to Commission Board for their review and approval consideration of Pay Application #3 from Teraflex Group in the amount of $402,683.75. Reiner stated he has reviewed payment application and recommends approval.

Maize made a motion to approve pay application #3 in the amount of $402,683.75 to Teraflex Group for work completed to date, second by Steele.  Roll Call: Ayes; Steele, Maize
Reiner also handed exhibits to Commission Board of Field order #1 this is a no cost change order for changing the drive way at Pour Decisions due to MDU lines so no motion will need to be made. Reiner gave update that 2019 TAP seeding has been completed. Reiner also advised Commission Board that he will need permission to submit application for the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) application. 
Maize made a motion to approve Reiner submitting an application for Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) on behalf of Tioga, second by Steele.  Roll Call: Ayes; Steele, Maize
New Business:
3. Estimate for a Sweeper – Salinas handed exhibit to Commission Board for their review and consideration of an estimate for a new sweeper attachment in the amount of $4,510 for the Street Department. Street Superintendent (Kirk Odegaard) stated that the old one is over 5 years old and has been sent in for repair the last 3 times it’s been in use. 
Maize made a motion to approve the estimate for a new sweeper for the Street Department in the amount of $4,510, Second by Steele. Call: Ayes; Steele, Maize
4. Promotion and Raise Recommendation – Police Chief (Joshua Nelson) handed exhibit to Commission Board for their review and consideration of a promotion for Officer Eric Romer to Sergeant and a raise recommendation to $27.72 an hour.  

Steele made a motion to approve the promotion to Sergeant and raise recommendation to $27.72 an hour for Officer Eric Romero, second by Maize.  Roll Call: Ayes; Steele, Maize
Oath of Office was administered by Chief of Police Joshua Nelson to Eric Romero. I, Eric Romero of Tioga, ND, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the United States, and the Constitution of the State of North Dakota and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of City of Tioga Police Sergeant according to the best of my ability, so help me God (under pains and penalties of perjury). Pinning of Sergeant strips was done. Congratulations, Sergeant Eric Romero. 
5. Place City Vehicles up for Bid – Salinas handed exhibits to Commission Board for their review and consideration of 5 City Vehicles that are no longer in use and need to be put up for bids.  
Steele made a motion to approve putting City vehicles up for bids, second by Maize.  Roll Call: Ayes; Steele, Maize

Consent Agenda

6. Planning and Zoning Applications – Salinas handed exhibit to Commission Board for their review and consideration of a Planning and Zoning application from Wade Bail/Blue Sky Development for a preliminary plat of future lots for manufactured homes, an application for Wade Bail/Blue Sky Development for the final plat of future lots for manufactured homes, an application from Ron Rohrbuck for a fence variance, an application from David Davidson for a building permit for a manufactured home and an application form Tioga Airport Authority for a building permit of a hanger. The Planning and Zoning Board has reviewed both applications and recommends approval. 
7. Visitor Promotion Applications – Salinas handed the Commission Board for their review and consideration of Visitor Promotion Applications from Tioga Farm Festival in the amount of $10,000, and an application from City of Tioga in the amount of $12,000 for City Beautification, Visitor Promotion Board has reviewed and recommends approval. 
8. Payroll August 6, 2021 – Salinas handed exhibit to Commission Board for their review and consideration of payroll for August 6, 2021.

9. Financials for July 2021 - Salinas handed exhibit to Commission Board for their review and consideration of financials from July 2021 of Fund Summary and Balance Sheet. 
Steele made a motion to approve the consent agenda for a Planning and Zoning application from Wade Bail/Blue Sky Development for a preliminary plat of future lots for a manufactured homes, an application for Wade Bail/Blue Sky Development for the final plat of future lots for a manufactured homes, an application from Ron Rohrbuck for a fence variance, an application from David Davidson for a building permit for a manufactured home and an application form Tioga Airport Authority for a building permit of a hanger, approval of Visitor Promotion Applications from Tioga Farm Festival in the amount of $10,000, and an application from City of Tioga in the amount of $12,000 for City Beautification, Payroll for August 6, 2021 and Financials for July 2021 of Fund Summary and Balance Sheet, second by Maize. Call: Ayes; Steele, Maize
With no further business, the meeting of the Tioga City Commission was adjourned by unanimous vote moved by Steele, second by Maize at 7:39p.m. call: Ayes; Steele, Maize, Bugbee
The next meeting of the City of Tioga Commission Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday September 7, 2021 at 7:00 p.m., to be held at the Tioga City Hall.   







___________________________________________







Natalie Bugbee, Commission President of Tioga
ATTEST:

______________________________________
Abby Salinas, Tioga City Auditor
