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CITY OF TIOGA
City Commission Meeting Minutes

September 19, 2022
A meeting of the City Commission of the City of Tioga was called to order at 7:00 pm on September 19, 2022, at the Tioga City Hall, by the City Commission President Kevin Litten.

PRESENT:  
Kevin Litten, Tim Christianson, Shawn Travis, Larry Maize, Elizabeth Pendlay, Abby Salinas
ABSENT:
Jessica Sandberg-Steele,
GUEST:
Jacob Orledge, Judy Odegaard, Josh Reiner, Wayne Knutson, Bob Anderson, Joshua Nelson, Cody Normark, Dan Larson, Rick Farrow, Brian Colbert, Kristine Colbert, Wendy Lenzen, Taryn Bergstorm, Jim Prather, Donna Prather, Rayann Vandesandt, Curtis Vandesandt, Trista Vandemark, Corinne Wilburn, Tiffanie Finstrom, Dave Finstrom
Christianson made a motion to approve the Commission Minutes of September 6, 2022 regular Commission Meeting with a correction to construction name change from Strata to Teraflex and also approve September 6, 2022 Executive Session Meeting, second by Travis.  Roll Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Maize
Commissioners Reports: 

Christianson:
None  
Travis:
None 

Steele:
Absent 

Maize:
None  

Litten:

None

Modifications/Approval of Agenda:

Christianson made a motion to approve agenda as stated, second by Travis. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Maize

Old Business:
1. Legal – Pendlay – Advised Commission Board that she has received the evaluation from Teraflex and there is a meeting set for Tuesday to discuss temporary fix and long-term permanent fix and plans for South Main and Benson. Pendlay advised commission Board that an open records complaint was filed with the Attorney General by Robert Harms for an executive session violation on July 18, 2022, Pendlay has gathered all needed information and reviewed there has been no violation, but will send an appropriate response to Attorney General with verification. Pendlay also advised Commission Board that on agenda line item #6 for right-a-way she has reviewed information and can give input if needed, and for agenda line item #4 on strategic plan no exhibit was received and Commissioner Jessica Sandberg-Steele has stated that she will not be present and requested that a full board be present to make any decisions.  
2. Moore Engineering: Reiner – Advised Commission Board of status update for Northeast Reconstruction Project Phase 2, handed exhibit of updated construction schedule. Reiner handed exhibit to Commission Board of pay application #4 from Strata Corp in the amount of $309,284.95 for work done to date on NE Reconstruction Phase 2. Reiner states that he has reviewed pay application and recommends approval. 

Christianson made a motion to approve pay application #4 from Strata Corp in the amount of $309,284.95 for work done to date on NE Reconstruction Phase 2, second by Travis. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Maize

Reiner advised Commission Board that he received the report from Braun Intertech regarding the construction done on South Main by Teraflex. Reiner states there will be a meeting Tomorrow with Teraflex regarding the report. Reiner also advised Commission Board that he did receive an inspection report from the State and there is seepage from the Tioga Dam that will need to be addressed.
3. 2023 Budget – Salinas handed exhibit to Commission Board for their review and consideration of the Tioga 2023 Budget. 
Travis made a motion to approve the Tioga 2023 Budget as presented, second by Christianson. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Maize
New Business:

4. EDC Update and Report – Strategic Opportunities Plan – Robert Harms – handed exhibit to Commission Board and gave presentation. Jim Prather also handed exhibit to Commission Board of response to Tioga City Commission Memorandum dated September 6, 2022. Tioga Area Economic Development Corporation is asking that 1) The EDC is appointed a liaison Commissioner from the City Commission 2) The TAEDC will present to the Commission, monthly or as the Commission requests 3) the motion to approve a part time EDC director employed by the City and reporting to City Auditor Abby Salinas is rescinded and the TAEDC and the City Commission commit to moving forward and working together 4)  The Commission join with TAEDC and the community in the commitment to success of the Tioga Strategic Opportunity Plan 5) the TAEDC will commit to the community in finding the person to till the EDC Consultant position that is the best fit for the job. We will and intended to open this position up for the public application 6) We couldn’t identify the 844,000 Commissioner Steele claims has been given to the EDC. We would request Commissioner Steele’s Source. Discussions held. Litten stated that no decisions will be made until Commissioner Steele has returned. 
5. Estimate for Metered Mail Machine for the Police Department – Police Chief Nelson handed exhibit to Commission Board for their review and consideration of estimate for a Metered Mail Machine for the Police Department from Dakota Mailing in the amount of $2520.00 for a 5 year and 3-month lease. Nelson (Police Chief) stated there are samples that need to be mailed during the weekend and City Hall is not opened. 

Christianson made a motion to approve the lease for a Metered Mail Machine from Dakota Mailing in the amount of $2,520, second by Maize. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Maize

6. Brian Colbert/Right-a-way – Colbert stated that after discussions with City Staff and in order to move forward with his plans he is willing to give the city the right-a-way equal to 0.62 acers of land for $15,000. Discussion held. 
Christianson made a motion to approve the purchase of the right-a-way on 5th street equal to 0.62 acers in the amount of $15,000, second by Travis. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Maize

7. Pine Ridge/Special Assessment – 
Christianson made a motion to table until further information is reviewed, second by Travis. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Maize

8. Community Center Estimate for Skate Helpers - Salinas handed exhibit to Commission Board for their review and consideration of estimate from Motion Sports and Safety Products Inc. in the amount of $1,805 for a new skate helper for the hockey rink. 
Travis made a motion to approve $1,805 for a new skate helper for the hockey rink from Motion Sports and Safety Products, second by Maize. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Maize
9. Community Center Estimate for Medora Musical - Salinas handed exhibit to Commission Board for their review and consideration of estimate from Medora Musical in the amount of $10,000 to bring them to the City of Tioga, discussions held. 
Travis made a motion to approve $10,000 to bring Medora Musical to town, second by Maize. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Maize
Consent Approval: 
10. Planning and Zoning Applications – Salinas handed exhibits to Commission Board for their review and consideration of Planning and Zoning Building Application from Tioga High School/FCI for building a wrestling room, a conditional use permit application from GS Solutions, a conditional use permit application from RayAnn Vandesandt, a building permit application from RayAnn Vandesandt, and a RV Conditional Use permit application from Hyrum Zetting/Clean Jeans which also includes a $500 fine for running an RV Park without a permit. Planning and Zoning Board has reviewed applications and recommends approval of all applications except for the GS Solutions conditional use permit. Planning and Zoning Board also discussed what amount of Board Members they would like to have for planning and Zoning (question asked by Commission Board at previous Commission meeting) and recommended that Board remain at 5 members.  
11. Tioga Fund Applications – Salinas handed exhibit to Commission Board for their review and consideration of Tioga Fund Applications from Annie’s Greenhouse, LLC for a loan in the amount of $47,094 for a new greenhouse business, an application from Back Shed Treasures, LLC for a loan in the amount of $35,000 for a shop to sell goods and a pre-school, an application from Tioga Community Halloween Party and Haunted House for a grant in the amount of $5,000 for the annual Halloween party and haunted house, an application from the Tioga County Club for a grant in the amount of $75,000 for an irrigation system for the greens. Tioga Fund Board has reviewed all applications and recommends approval. 
12. Local Charity Permit Application – Salinas handed exhibits to Commission Board for their review and consideration of Local charity Permit Application from Dakota Storm Wrestling for raffles.
13. Payroll 09-07-2022 - Salinas handed exhibit to Commission Board for their review and consideration of payroll for 09-07-2022.
14. Financials for August 2022- Salinas handed exhibits to Commission Board for their review and consideration of financials for August 2022 of Fund Summary and Balance Sheet. 

Travis made a motion to approve the consent agenda that consists of Planning and Zoning Building Application from Tioga High School/FCI for building a wrestling room, a conditional use permit application from RayAnn Vandesandt, a building permit application from RayAnn Vandesandt, and a RV Conditional Use permit application from Hyrum Zetting/Clean Jeans which also includes a $500 fine for running an RV Park without a permit, Tioga Fund Applications from Annie’s Greenhouse, LLC for a loan in the amount of $47,094 for a new greenhouse business, an application from Back Shed Treasures, LLC for a loan in the amount of $35,000 for a shop to sell good and a pre-school, an application from Tioga Community Halloween Party and Haunted House for a grant in the amount of $5,000 for the annual Halloween party and haunted house, an application from the Tioga County Club for a grant in the amount of $75,000 for an irrigation system for the greens, Local charity Permit Application from Dakota Storm Wrestling for raffles, payroll for 09-07-2022, the City Financials for August 2022, and to deny a conditional use permit application from GS Solutions, second by Christianson. Call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Maize
With no further business, the meeting of the Tioga City Commission was adjourned by unanimous vote moved by Maize, second by Travis at 8:44p.m. call: Ayes; Christianson, Travis, Maize, Litten.
The next meeting of the City of Tioga Commission Meeting is scheduled for Monday October 3, 2022 at 7:00 p.m., to be held at the Tioga City Hall.   






                                                                                         ________________________________________







Kevin Litten, Tioga Commission President
ATTEST:

______________________________________
Abby Salinas, Tioga City Auditor

