Tioga City Commission 

July 7, 2014 
Minutes

Commissioners Present: McClelland, Davidson, Weflen, and Grubb
Commissioners Absent: Germundson
Visitors Present:  Rich Zakrajsek, Harlan Engberg, Melissa Koch, Travis Wittman, Desiree Hanson, Kevin Killough (Tioga Tribune), Steven Ike, Larry Myers, Daren Walker, Dan Henderson, Myles Richards, Claudia Tande, Kay Blikre, and Nancy Torgerson.
The regular meeting of the Tioga City Commission was called to order at 7:00 pm by Vice President McClelland at Tioga City Hall.
Grubb made a motion and Davidson seconded to dispense the readings of June 16, 2014 minutes and June 24, 2014 Special Mtg minutes.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.  
Commissioners Reports:  
McClelland mentioned that the city closed on the purchase of the Key Building south part of town for the new location of the city shop.
Public Input: 
Discussion was held on the concern of traffic on the corner of Hwy 2 and Hwy 40.  Since that area is outside city limits, the commissioners encouraged any concerns to be directed to Williams County.
Old Business:  
Discussion was held on the applicants for the vacant commissioner role.  Grubb made a motion to appoint Heather Weflen as a city commissioner, Davidson made a second motion.  All voted aye, motion carried.    Weflen took an Oath of Office and completed the necessary forms and joined the commissioners for the rest of the meeting.   McClelland indicated they will look towards the reorganization of commissioner roles in either a special meeting or the next meeting.

McClelland indicated he would like to propose a building department reconstruction of the city that will includes city employees Rich Zahrajsek, Building Inspector and Melissa Koch, Community Development Coordinator.    McClelland indicated that they will be reviewing job descriptions at a later date and will work towards updating those job duties to correlate with the building department.  They will now also maintain the preparation of planning and zoning applications, processes, and meeting with developers which are currently being maintained by the city auditor.  Davidson made a motion to approve the proposed building department reconstruction and placing the building department and such employees under the supervision of the streets commissioner, Grubb made a second motion.  All voted aye, motion carried.
Davidson made a motion to approve the bid from Quam Construction for $2,240,261.00 for parts A, B, and C of the Water, Sewer, and Street Improvement District No. 2014-2.  Grubb made a second motion to approve bid.  All voted aye, motion carried.   

Representatives from AE2S presented a quote and proposal for task order #2 which includes HR form updates, employee handbook, and employee policy update assistance for $48,500.  Item was tabled until the next meeting.  They also presented a Capital Use Plan – task order #1 proposal along with some other items that includes utility rate study, revenue adequacy plan, and land use transportation plan that the commission had asked them to prepare.  Ackerman/Estvold also presented a similar plan that the commissioners did not have time to review and preferred to have additional time for review for both proposals.  Discussion was held on the importance of these proposals needed for lobbying aspects for the City of Tioga.   Item was tabled until next meeting.
Grubb made a motion to adopt the resolution 2014-2 to amend Chapter 5 “Zoning- Land Use Planning” of the City of Tioga ordinances.  Davidson made a second motion.  All voted aye, motion carried.  
Grubb made a motion to approve Hess/ CNG zoning application from A-1 to I-2 and the conditional use application for use of possible hazardous materials for servicing company vehicles.   Weflen made a second motion.  All voted aye, motion carried.    The cement floor bid proposals were tabled to the next meeting.
New Business: 
Melissa Koch gave an update on the city brochures and city guides , how EDC is considering on developing those vacant lots, the need for volunteers to serve on the Renaissance Zone board, and indicated that SHOPKO is interesting in coming to Tioga.    Members of the Tioga Historical Society were present to discuss any concerns they may have on the city hall acquiring the museum property.  After discussion on the many benefits that outweigh any concerns for the museum to be placed inside the city hall, the Tioga Historical Society decided to move forward with the proposal and asked that the city write up a letter indicating plans for the museum to be placed in city hall.

Ben Johnson indicated he would write up a resolution for next meeting regarding city hall bids.  Larry Myers and Dee Doman explained the Wastewater Facility proposal that they would like to add to the bidding for that particular project.  Commissioners decided they would like more information on the project and would schedule a time to discuss in the special meeting planned for later in the week.

Spivey presented the ND Guidebook regarding Off-Highway Vehicles and discussion was held on the state law requirements regarding street legal vehicles.    Discussion was held on the Main Stay Liquor License requirements and it was encouraged for the hotel to submit an on-site permit application only.

Myles Richards from Richards Construction informed the city commission that he had purchased the lot north of Cashwise Liquor from Annabelle Homes in order to construct a L-shaped commercial building.  The city commission also encouraged Myles Richards to submit a conditional use application for his campers in that location.
Chris Kreger from IHD Environmental made a presentation regarding a proposed landfill south of town near Hwy 2.   Commissioners mentioned local residents concerns, need for possibility of the city limits to grow, and township not in favor of landfill.  
NDDOT asked for the City of Tioga’s approval in widening the roadway and to submit a letter that indicates, “The City of Tioga authorizes the NDDOT to work with the NDSWC on the City’s behalf concerning the floodway authorization for the proposed project SS-7-040(017)000, PCN 19708.”  Grubb made a motion to approve submission of a letter, Davidson made a second.  All voted aye, motion carried.

Rich Zahrajsek presented the following building permits:  
Tom Wright – deck – Davidson made a motion, Grubb seconded.  All voted aye, motion carried.

KDAK additions – 205 6th St/201 6th st – Grubb made a motion, Davidson seconded the motion.  

All voted aye, motion carried.

Tioga Strip Center – Myles Richards – slight change for drive thru for Hardee’s - $ left in escrow – Grubb made a motion, Davidson made a second motion.  All voted aye, motion carried.

Microtel Height Variance – tabled and encouraged to submit application through P&Z.

Sylvia Olson- deck – Davidson made a motion, Weflen seconded.  All voted aye, motion carried.

Travis Whitman – chain link fence in backyard – Davidson made a motion, Weflen made a second motion.  All voted aye, motion carried.

Ronald Wesby – fence & deck – Grubb made a motion, Weflen seconded.  All voted aye, motion carried.

Myles Richard – Class A renewal license – general contractor – Davidson made a motion, Grubb seconded.  All voted aye, motion carried.

Jeff Moberg- carport to close off retaining wall – Grubb made a motion, Davidson seconded.  All voted aye , motion carried.

Davidson made a motion to approve the April and May Balance Sheets, Weflen made a second motion.   All voted aye, motion carried.  

Ben Johnson indicated that he is working on Sublot 4 as it is a non-platted track that needs to be surveyed and given a legal description.  He is also still working on a quit claim deed for the private drives next to the Tioga Townhomes.   McClelland encouraged that commissioners encourage employees to follow protocol and Loren from AE2S indicated that updating those policies and procedures as they proposed in their task order #2 would assist that.

Being no further business the meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.
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