Tioga City Commission 
August 4, 2014 
Minutes

Commissioners Present: Germundson, McClelland, Davidson, Weflen, and Grubb
Commissioners Absent: 

Visitors Present:  Rich Zakrajsek, Harlan Engberg, Kevin Killough (Tioga Tribune), Tanya Weflen, Josh May and Scott Pulse (Apex Engineering/Nexgen R/W), Shawn and Shelly Travis, Heather Novak, Janet Jacobson, Amber Haakenson, Debby Trones, Kathleen Imes, Merle Almer, Melissa Koch, Travis Wittman, Larry Myer, Dee Doman, Todd Jochim (ACM), Ron Smith, Becky Longie, Anita Kamp, Corinne Wilburn, Steve Langved. 
The regular meeting of the Tioga City Commission was called to order at 7:00 pm by President Germundson at Tioga City Hall.
McClelland made a motion and Weflen seconded to dispense the readings of July 21st, 2014 minutes and July 25th, 2014 special meeting minutes.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.  
Commissioners Reports:
McClelland indicated that the city received 3 bids for the concrete floor in the city shop.  The bids range in price from $52,000 to $142,000.  The scope of work for each bid differs as well:  the bid for $52,000 drained out of the back, and the bid for $59,000 has a 12” X 8’ trench box with drain in the middle of the building.  The advantage of the bid from Metro Wide Construction for $59,000 is the reinforcement of walls by the garage doors as well as Styrofoam and WIRSBO tubing for the future floor heat.  McClelland made a motion to accept the bid of Metro Wide Construction for $59,000.  Grubb seconded the motion.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.  
Davidson indicated that the police department will be purchasing a new vehicle since the older vehicle was sold to the Ray Police Department.  A new K-9 vehicle will be purchased with funds from sale of the vehicle as well as funds from the budget.  Davidson inquired if the wage increase for Amanda Mosser would be feasible with the use of the municipal court funds as a large percent of her time is spent performing duties as a clerk of court.  Jeff Spivey spoke on behalf of Amanda Mosser explaining how her position has changed from solely dispatching to performing the duties of an office administrator, clerk of court and police dispatcher.  Discussion was held on Amanda’s request of increasing her wage to $25.00 per hour.  After discussion McClelland made a motion to increase the hourly wage to $23.00 with an adjustment of income based on salaries of surrounding areas.  Weflen seconded the motion.   All voted aye.  Motion carried.
Davidson inquired if letters were sent to residents concerning abandoned vehicles.  Ben Johnson suggested that he rides around with Jeff Spivey to see the location of the abandoned vehicles before sending out the letters.
Davidson asked Dee Doman to clean up the property west of the Tioga High School due to the numerous complaints from the city residents.

Davidson had Spivey present the amendment from the Supreme Court regarding the requirements for a formal courtroom, effective September 1st, 2014.    Among the requirements is the availability of a separate desk for defendant, prosecutor, and judge.

Weflen asked for feedback on new timecards.  Weflen indicated that the finance department is looking to purchase Quickbooks for keeping track of billing and upgrade the server.
Grubb reported that the water department hired a new maintenance employee.  The water department started flushing sewer mains, and is receiving bids back for the waste water treatment plant.
Public Input: 
Debby Trones represented the bar owners and asked the city officials to put a cap on the number of liquor licenses as was discussed in October 2013.  The bar owners expressed their concerns over the liquor license being issued to Main Stay Suites.  Davidson said that they cannot take back the already issued license.   Weflen suggested the bar owners draft a letter with their feedback over the number of liquor licenses to be issued by the city in the future.    
Debby Trones inquired about annexing The Rig Lounge into the city limits.  Germundson suggested she speak with the City building inspector.
Old Business:  
Harlan Engberg presented a contract for District 2014-2 that needs to be signed by Mayor Germundson as a formality.  Harlan provided an estimate for the GIS project to the Commission.  The commission needs to decide which software is viable for the City in terms of budgeting for 2015. 
Harlan reported that they reopened the bids for the Mechanical Treatment Plant and received a bid for Schedule A and B.  Ackerman-Estevold’s recommendation for the bids is to keep the bids under advisement until the next commission meeting.   McClelland made a motion and Grubb seconded the motion.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.
Davidson inquired if notices about cleaning of alleyways were sent to the residents in preparation for the water main project.  Tanya Weflen advised letters were hand delivered by the police department.  

Josh May from Nexgen R/W representing Apex Engineering and NDDOT reported they are in the process of acquisitioning the parcels along Highway 40 corridor for additional turning lanes and widening the shoulders.  NDDOT is requesting a fee acquisition for 2 of the parcels and a temporary construction easement for one parcel owned by the City.   McClelland asked if this included the straightening of 67th Street and replacement of the culvert.  Josh May confirmed these changes would be made.  All the plans regarding the project have not yet been finalized and are preliminary.   McClelland made a motion to sign the agreements with Nexgen.  Grubb seconded the motion.  All voted aye.  Motion carried. 
Kathleen Imes representing Merle Almer provided the final plats preliminarily approved by Williams County.  Kathleen presented a quick claim deed between the City of Tioga and Merle Almer for the transfer of Lot 1 of Block 1 of the Almer Subdivision  located in the N1/2SE1/4 of  of Section 27, Township 157 North, R95 West, 5th P.M to Merle Almer and Lots 2 & 3 of Block 1 of the Almer Subdivision  located in the N1/2SE4 of  Section 27, Township 157 North, R95 West, 5th P.M. to City of Tioga.  Each party will retain the mineral rights.  Ben Johnson indicated that parcels cannot be swapped if the assessed value of the land is over $2,000.  Ben indicated the How many square feet is in the L-Shape that Merle Almers wants to swap                       McClelland made a motion to approve pending proof of the size of the open L-shape piece of the property and approval by Ben Johnson.  Davidson seconded the motion.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.

Germundson reported that the City has some annexations that need to be rescinded so that a corrected version can be resubmitted.  The properties in question are: Ordinance 2012-6/Section# 28, Wade Bail, Ordinance 2012-7/Section # 33, Tioga Springs, and Ordinance 2012-3/Section #34, Karen Hawkinson.   Germundson reported Williams County had some issues and Julie Ramos Lagos along with Ben Johnson are working with the county to get the annexations recorded correctly.    McClelland made a motion to rescind Ordinance 2012-6/Section# 28, Wade Bail.  Grubb seconded the motion.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.  McClelland made a motion to rescind Ordinance 2012-7/Section # 33, Tioga Springs.  Grubb seconded the motion.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.  McClelland made a motion to rescind Ordinance 2012-3/Section #34, Karen Hawkinson.  Grubb seconded the motion.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.  

McClelland inquired on what is required to force annexation.  Ben Johnson indicated that according to the Century Code, the land owner would need to give a notice, send letters to all adjacent property owners, and conduct a public hearing.   The adjacent property owners in that tract must give a written objection to the City.  If there is a certain percentage of property owners that disapprove of the forced annexation it would not take place.  McClelland inquired about the timeframe of the process.  Ben Johnson stated the entire process would take at least 3 months or more.
Discussion was held on an inquiry of sale for Section 27 Land parcel that is owned by the City.  The land is located on the south end of town by the industrial park.  Germundson stated the parcel is zoned for R2M.  Grubb made a motion to advertise for bids.  Weflen seconded the motion.  Germundson, Weflen, Davidson and Grubb voted aye, McClelland voted nay.  Motion carried.  
Mark Black from Advantage Construction Management LLC presented the final plat and admitted during the construction the encroached 1 foot into the right of way.   Mark Black asked the commission’s advice on this issue. Commissioners discussed the issues that may occur in the future regarding the garage in the right of way.  Ben Johnson stated that there could be an issue with transferring title in the instance that the property is sold.  Ben Johnson didn’t think it would be a big issue but suggested Advantage Construction hire a private attorney to work on this issue with the City Attorney.  
New Business:

Ron Smith with EMS Properties presented an updated preliminary plat for Dakota Street Estates with all the corrections requested by the City of Tioga.     
Corinne Wilburn presented a business plan for Little Bugs Child Care.  Corinne has two options for construction of the daycare: purchasing a lot at Springfield Addition for $100,000 or purchasing a lot on NW Front Street owned by the city.   In order to start the business Corinne needs 25% financial support.   Corinne has looked into multiple grant options but the daycare will be a profit organization and the grants are awarded to non-profit.  Melissa Koch, Economic Development Director, confirmed the difficulty of getting grant funds for a profit organization.   Germundson suggested Corinne look into becoming a non-profit organization in order to be eligible for State Grant Funds like it was done in Berthold.  Germundson stated if the city advertised their lot for sale it would be the first commission meeting in September before land could go out for bids.   McClelland made a motion to advertise the city owned lots on Block 12, Simons Addition.  Grubb Seconded the motion.  All voted aye.  Motion carried.
Weflen presented a quote for a new server for the City for $4,000.00.  The server is needed to improve the performance of the billing and accounting systems.   Davidson made a motion to approve the purchase of the server, Weflen seconded the motion.  

A thank you letter was presented by St Thomas Catholic Church Centennial Committee to the City Commission.  

Rich Zakrajsek informed the Commission that Sublot 14 of Gilbertson 2nd Addition needs to be surveyed and replatted.   McClelland made a motion to allow Sublot 14 of Gilbertson 2nd Addition to be surveyed and replatted, Grubb seconded the motion.  All voted aye. Motion carried

Rich Zakrajsek presented the following building permits:
KDAK- Plans are required before submitting a building permit for approval.    

Earl and Alice Swenson – 10 X 32 deck – McClelland made a motion, Grubb made a second motion.  All voted aye, motion carried.
Dakota Land Estates – 15 trailers for park – McClelland made a motion.  Weflen made a second motion.  All voted aye, motion carried.

Ben Johnson indicated city court will start the 4th Tuesday of the month starting with the September meeting.  
Being no further business the meeting adjourned at 9:45 pm.
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