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CITY OF TIOGA
City Commission Meeting Minutes

April 20, 2015
A meeting of the City Commission of the City of Tioga was called to order at 7:00 pm on April 20, 2015, at the Tioga City Hall, by Vice- resident of the City Commission John Grubb.

PRESENT:  
Todd Thompson, Heather Weflen, John Grubb, Ben Johnson, Tarie Bunner
 
ABSENT:
Drake McClelland, Ronda Davidson
Guest:
Harlan Engberg, John Schumacher, Scott Jordan Denny, Judy Odegaard, Dennis Rehak, Melissa Koch, Jenna Hove, Kathy Hove, Bob Wenger, Candice Wenger, Dan Larson,  Jared Powell, Marlin Powell, Christie Eide

Minutes:
No adjustments or amendments to Minutes.  Motion made by Weflen to approve the minutes from April 6, 2015 as presented.  Motion seconded by Thompson, Roll Call: Ayes; 3 Nays; 0 Motion Carried.
Commissioners Reports:

Weflen reported the Chamber of Commerce would like approval from the Commission to place a sign at the corner of 2nd Street and 40 Hwy.  Melissa Koch advised the Chamber will be requesting funding to purchase the sign from the Tioga Fund; however the sign will be utilized for Chamber information only.  

Motion made by Thompson to approve the chamber sign placement, second by Weflen.  Roll Call: Ayes; 3 Nays; 0 Motion Carried


Weflen advised that Tobokin Construction has finally presented a finalized bill regarding the Public Works shop repairs and requested it be paid with April bills.


Weflen discussed possibly changing the summer hours for the landfill to accommodate citizens that work while still accommodating construction companies.  Weflen suggested having the landfill open from 10 am to 7 pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday and from 8 am to noon on Saturdays effective May 1st, 2015.

Motion was made by Weflen to approve the new landfill hours as presented, second by Thompson.  Roll Call: Ayes; 3 Nays; 0 Motion carried.


Police Commissioner Ronda Davidson, being absent, requested Jeff Spivey bring two items to the table.  The first issue discussed was the 2010 Impala used by the SRO (School Resource Officer) needs a new transmission.  Cost of replacing the transmission is approximately $6,000.00 and comes with a 3 year warranty.  The vehicle only has around 68,000 miles on it and is in otherwise good condition.  Motion made by Thompson to approve the transmission repairs for the 2010 Impala for the police department, seconded by Weflen.  Roll Call: Ayes; 3 Nays; 0 Motion carried.

Spivey reported that the police department has been receiving complaints regarding Farrell cats around Tioga.  He advised that one citizen got bit by one and had to seek emergency help to eliminate the possibility of rabies at a substantial cost to her.  Spivey advised the police department has been asked to trap these cats and dispose of as necessary.
Thompson advised he had nothing to report

Grubb advised he had nothing to report.

Public Input
NONE
Modifications/Approval of Agenda:
None
.  
Old Business

Ackerman-Estvold:

Harlan Engberg advised they received the bids for Main Street North Reconstruction and the bids seem to be on track prie wise.  He advised they are still in the process of reviewing all the bids and hopes to have a recommendation for the City at the next meeting.

AE2S:

Antonio Conti, advised he is still waiting on the FAA to make a determination on the water tower location regarding the flight path for the airport.  He advised that currently AE2S is 90% complete with design and once FAA’s determination is made he will be ready to proceed with ground testing.  Conti advised he has prepared a preliminary application for the State Water Commission regarding the cost share program and would like commission approval to proceed with submission once the legislation has made their decision regarding the percentages.  Motion made by Weflen to approve proceeding with application to the State Water Commission, second by Thompson.  Roll Call: Ayes; 3 Nays; 0 Motion carried.

Tioga Library/Meeting Room Proposal:

Scott Denny Jordan with JLG Architects presented a power point on the proposed Tioga Community Library and Meeting Room.  Weflen advised she had issues with the semi-truck parking being there.  Bunner brought it to her attention that the presentation was done based on the current activities conducted at the Farm Festival building and that the  Library/Meeting Room committee did not think it right to take away the largest revenue from the Farm Festival Fund.  Discussion was made and Grubb advised we table the issue until such time is appropriate.  
Revised Budget:

Commissioners present reviewed the revised budget presented. Motion was made by Weflen to table the review until all commissioners can be present on May 4, 2015, second by Thompson.  Roll Call: Ayes; 3 Nays; 0 Motion Carried.
Wastewater Treatment Facility:

Grubb advised that after discussion with Drake McClelland, Tarie Bunner and others regarding the wastewater treatment facility and the City’s financial responsibility to it, the general belief was that the project needs to be placed on hold until further review of costs, effectiveness and ability can be done to base an educated informed decision whether or not to proceed with the current facility or to choose a different system. Motion was made by Weflen to place the Wastewater Treatment Facility project on hold for further review, second by Thompson.  Roll Call: Ayes; 3 Nays; 0. Motion carried.

Sewer Rate Cost Analysis:
Bunner advised that the cost analysis was performed based on the future Operating costs of the currently proposed facility and thus would need to be recalculated based on current needs only.  Motion made by Weflen for Bunner to reevaluate the cost analysis for sewer rates at the current needs only, second by Thompson.  Roll Call: Ayes; 3 Nays; 0 Motion carried.

Amendments to Employee Handbook:

Bunner advised that throughout her time as city auditor she has been marking areas of the employee handbook that need revising due to questions and concerns that have been presented to her by employees and/or citizens.  Each amendment was explained and reviewed by Bunner.  Motion was made by Thompson to table the amendments until all commissioners have had a chance to review them, second by Weflen.  Roll Call: Ayes; 2 Nays; 1 Absent; 2.  Motion Carried.  
New Business:
Joselyn Nielson:

 Mrs. Nielson was not present.  Weflen read the letter provided by Nielson regarding the sidewalk that is currently in front of her house.  Discussion was held regarding the removal of sidewalks and setting precedence for such.  After some discussion it was agreed that a permit must be completed and approval would be given on a case by case basis.  Motion was made by Weflen to approve the removal of the sidewalk by Joselyn Nielson and her husband once a permit has been completed, second by Thompson.  Roll call: Ayes; 3 Nays; 0 Motion carried.
Water Tower Design:

Christie Eide requested the commission allow the citizens to vote on a design for the water tower that included the “Oil Capital of North Dakota”.  After some discussion it was agreed that Antonio Conti would develop three designs, one with the Pirate logo, one with the Oil Capital logo, and one that encompasses both logos and present it to the commission at the next meeting.  
Lone Star Lease:

Melissa Koch advised the owner of the Lonestar Bar-B-Que building would like to lease the building to the City of Tioga for the purpose of a public library.  She advised the monthly lease would be $1200.00 per month which may be negotiable.  Discussion was made regarding the Library Board Formation and having the Library Board approve or deny the lease.  Motion made by Weflen to proceed with the formation of the Library Board and to have them advise the Commission regarding the lease option with Lonestar Bar-B-Que, second by Thompson.  Roll Call: Ayes; 3 Nays; 0 Motion carried.
Eli Auger:

Dan Larson, President of the Planning and Zoning Board, advised that the board has approved the application of Eli Auger to fill John Wilson’s seat on the P&Z Board.  Motion made by Weflen to approve the appointment of Eli Auger to the Planning and Zoning Board and to accept John Wilson’s resignation, second by Thompson.  Roll Call: Ayes; 3 Nays; 0 Motion carried.

Permits:

Tioga Aero Center application for Local/Charity Permit raffle.  Motion made by Thompson to approve Tioga Aero Centers application for Local Charity permit, second by Weflen.  Roll Call: Ayes; 3 Nays; 0 Motion carried.
Isaac Barrett application for Fence Building permit.  Motion made by Weflen to approve Issaac Barrett’s permit to build a fence, second by Thompson.  Roll Call: Ayes;3 Nays; 0 Motion carried.

Bills:

Commissioners reviewed the April Bills.  Motion made by Thompson to approve the payment of all April bills with the exception of Gustafson Septic, which needs to be paid and billed to Advantage Construction Management, second by Weflen.  Roll Call: Ayes; 3 Nays; 0 Motion carried.
March Financials:

Bunner presented 3 sets of financial statements, Cash Balances, Balance Sheet and Profit and Loss statements.  Commissioners reviewed financial statements.  Motion made by Thompson to approve March financials as presented, second by Weflen.  Roll Call: Ayes; 3 Nays; 0 Motion carried.

Ben Johnson presented the Commission with an amendment to the water ordinance for review and discussion at next regular meeting.  He also advised that the Pheasants forever lease is complete with the exception of the amount per month and asked Bunner to review the minutes and let him know the amount that was discussed at that meeting.  
With no further business the meeting of the Tioga City Commission was adjourned by Grubb at 9:39 p.m. 

The next meeting of the City of Tioga is scheduled for Thursday April 23, 2015 at 5:00 p.m., to be held at the Tioga Senior Center.  This will be a special Meeting to discuss permits not submitted to the commission at this meeting with another meeting to follow immediately for Board of Equalization at 5:30 pm.







______________________________________








John Grubb, Vice-President of the City Commission
ATTEST:

_______________________________________
Tarie Bunner, City Auditor
