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CITY OF TIOGA
City Commission Meeting Minutes

July 20, 2015
A meeting of the City Commission of the City of Tioga was called to order at 7:00 pm on July 20, 2015, at the Tioga City Hall, by President of the City Commission Drake McClelland.

PRESENT:  
Drake McClelland, John Grubb, Ronda Davidson, Todd Thompson, Heather Weflen, Ben Johnson and Desiree Hanson
ABSENT:
Abby Salinas

Guest:
Tom Johnson, John Schumacher, Travis Wittman III, Amanda Ramberg, Shawn Martin, Heather Novak, Antonio Conti, Karla Harmel, Charlie Vein, Deeo Whitehead, Patrick Mulee, Melissa Johnson, Marcy Spooner, Monica Sundhagen, Amber Haakenson, Deborah Trones, Susan Gordon, Renee Booth, RC Neset, Steven Fretland, Dean Hanson, Dan Larson, Judy Odegaard, Kelci Hanson, Jeff Spivey
Minutes:

Davidson made a motion to approve the minutes of July 3, 2015 as presented, second by Weflen.  Roll Call: Ayes; Grubb, Davidson, Thompson, Weflen McClelland.

Commissioners Reports:
Thompson:  
advised he would like to raise the deputy auditor starting wage to $19.65 as the current wage of $18.36 is substantially lower than other starting positions.  Thompson would like to see the wage increased before the city hires a new deputy auditor.  Weflen asked if the rate would be less during the probationary period.  Thompson advised it would be 3% less during this time.   

Thompson made a motion to increase the deputy auditor starting wage to $19.65, second by Davidson.  Roll Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland. 

Grubb:
 advised there had been a water line break by the Tioga Hospital that was dealt with and a plugged sewer line that worked its way out.  He advised there was a chunk of PV pipe that worked its way down the sewer line.  The water commission meets on July 29th, and will go forward with requests for funds for the water tower.  Grubb advised he will attend the meeting.  He advised the Commission that when AE2S reports they will have a recommendation for an upgrade on the Waste Water Treatment
Davidson:
Advised they need to request funds to start phase two of the dog pound, at this point she turned the floor over to Jeff Spivey.  Spivey gave an update on phase one of the dog pound.  Weflen inquired on completion date of phase one and when phase two would start.  Spivey advised they would be able to start phase two on July 27th.  


Davidson made a motion to approve the funds and phase two would start July 27th, second by Grubb.   Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland.   
Davidson advised the city needs to start enforcing curfew and turned the floor over to Jeff Spivey for more.  Spivey advised he had been approached by the Park Board and other entities over the recent vandalism that had been taking place. Spivey stated the vandalism is happening in the evenings and that inspired him to check into curfew limitations.  Spivey stated he found a city ordinance that states the curfew times and penalties that apply if curfews are not met.  Options were discussed, and Davidson stated she would like to see us continue with the current ordinance and if it is not working it can always be changed.  Spivey stated he would publish in the newspaper that the police will be enforcing the current curfew ordinance.
Weflen:
Construction is progressing well and citizens can Contact City Hall or Weflen if they have questions.












Modifications/Approval of Agenda:

McClelland: Move agenda item #4 to #11
Davidson made motion to alter agenda item #4 of old business Liquor Licenses to #1 of old business, and #1 of old business Legal to #4 of old Business, second by Heather. Roll Call: Ayes; Grubb, Davidson, Thompson, Weflen, McClelland.
Old Business
#4 Liquor Licenses-Bucking Buffalo 
Bucking Buffalo:  The liquor license is for on sale only.  Davidson stated she had visited the site and was very impressed, she also stated the city was lucky to have an establishment like the Bucking Buffalo come into our town.  A representative for the Bucking Buffalo stated the possible time table for open hours would be 11:00 to 10:00. Several people voiced their opinion for and against the establishment.  After hearing the public’s concerns and opinions, McClelland asked the Commission to make their decision.

Grubb made a motion to approve the application, second by Davidson.  Roll Call: Ayes; Grubb, Davidson, Thompson, Weflen, McClelland.
The Jungle – On and Off

Davidson made a motion to approve the application, second by Weflen.  Roll Call: Ayes; Grubb, Davidson, Thompson, Weflen, McClelland.
WildCatz – On and Off

McClelland stated he had complaints from concerned citizens that their minor daughters were getting hit on at the counter.  Gordon advised she would put up a sign at the counter stating minors are no longer allowed to order from counter and their orders would be taken at table.  
Davidson made a motion to approve the application on condition a no one under 21 sign was hung by the counter, second by Weflen.  Roll Call: Ayes; Grubb, Davidson, Thompson, Weflen, McClelland.
#1 Legal – The Kick n Fit was served a 3 day eviction notice and everything going forward is due process.
# 2 Ackerman-Estvold:

John Schumacher stated pavement patching is being done in Annabelle subdivision.  McClelland stated they would need to acquire an excavating permit and submit a plan of action for the subdivision.  The lighting on the main street project was discussed next.  Schumacher checked different types of lights for the project.  The two types of lights are high pressure sodium lights which give off an orange glow and the LED lighting which is a soft white lighting and is dispersed better.  The LED lighting cost has come down in recent years.  Weflen asked Schumacher for cost specs on both types of lighting.  The next item was the Hospital project and the storm water detention basin.  Schumacher stated he has been in contact with the engineer selected by the architecture firm.  Their plan is to come up with the proper release pipe to drain that down.  Schumacher had an engineer’s opinion of preliminary costs for the north Welo project and stated he reserved the right to adjust the cost by 5-10% as this project is pending for the 2016 Budget.  McClelland asked if the numbers were good for the Simonson Addition for the 2016 budget and Schumacher replied that they were.  
Grubb made a motion to approve requesting for bids for the Close Circuit Camera of Annabelle underground, second by Davidson.  Roll Call: Ayes; Grubb, Davidson, McClelland 

Tom Johnson presented change order #9 for the Waste Water Treatment Plant and stated this would take care of everything that is not covered in field order #2 that was issued June 1st.   The change order covered a splash pad, sludge removal and the added cost of a bond for the field work and work.  The change order amount is $464,197.00.  

Grubb made a motion to approve payment of change order #9, second by Davidson.  Roll Call: Ayes; Grubb, Davidson, Thompson, Weflen, McClelland
#3 AE2S:

Antonio Conti stated he had handed out papers at the last meeting for City Commissioners to review on the water tower and expects a decision at the August 3rd commission meeting regarding the contractor for the water tower.    

Karla Harmel stated Abby Salinas, city auditor, had contacted Lauren Hoffman in regards to Harmel providing services for the upcoming budget and special assessments.  Harmel advised Salinas had requested 2 days a week which equates to approximately 21 hours of time (including both travel and on-site time) over the course of 12 weeks.  Harmel advised the cost of the change order is $44,000 and can increase/decrease dependant on schedule change.  Thompson stated he would like to see a breakdown of services.

Thompson made a motion to approve Task Order 6 pending breakdown of services, second by Davidson.  Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland   
Charlie Vein added a comment about the water commission meeting that Grubb is attending on July 29th.  Vein stated that the grant proposal was a complete turnaround from two weeks ago,  Vein’s intent was to get a 50% grant, however going forward the grant will be 60% in the amount of $2,190,000.  Vein stated he had applied for 75% and eventually hopes to work up to that percentage.   Vein stated they are looking for some direction from the commission on the design of the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  A lengthy discussion was held on the design and cost.  
Grubb made a motion to approve the 6.1 million dollar project, second by Thompson.  Roll Call: Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Weflen, Davidson, McClelland
#5  McClelland reminded Commissioners  that Employee Evaluations are due August 1, 2015.
#6  McClelland presented the 2nd reading for MDU’s electric franchise renewal.

Weflen made a motion to accept the 2nd reading, second by Grubb.  Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland
#7.  EAPC Architect was selected as provider for the City Hall and Police Department.

McClelland stated EAPC Architect was the lowest bidder for the City Hall/Police Department remodel.

Grubb made a motion to accept, second by Weflen.  Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland
#8  Graham Construction was selected as CMAR

McClelland stated Graham was the only company that put in for CMAR.

Weflen made a motion to accept, second by Grubb.  Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland
#9  Park Board Home Rule Charter

Weflen stated the Park Board has opportunities to have a full board so they are requesting changes in the Home Rule Charter so they are a separate entity and can receive their own funding.  Weflen stated that currently the Home Rule Charter states the Tioga Fund will oversee the funds of the Park Board.   Ben Johnson explained that currently the Park Board receives monies through property taxes, mills, county and city.  The Home Rule Charter has a sales tax that is distributed in to the Tioga Fund.  The Fund is split out with 5% going into the Tioga Fund for Park Infrastructure improvements.  Johnson advised Weflen had been doing research on the Home Rule Charter and found out the reason this was set up was because they did not want a non full entity making decisions on their money.   The Park Board is now a full entity and wants control of their money without having to fill out an application each time they need money.  Discussion was held and decision was made for Johnson to look into the process of revising the Home Rule Charter.
Weflen made a motion for Johnson to look into the process of changing the Home Rule Charter, second by Davidson.  Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland
#10   Grubb stated he would like the grease trap specifications added to the Standards and Specifications book. A short discussion was held and decision was made to table until the following commission meeting.

 Weflen made a motion to table until the next meeting, second by Davidson.  Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland
#11.  Planning and Zoning Applications
Peaceful Valley Pheasants Forever- buildings and fence. 
Steve Fretland, Peaceful Valley Pheasants Forever President, presented the applications for 2 16X40 buildings and a fence.  Fretland stated they would use one building for a club house and the other building for a storage shed. The fence would have a gate that can be padlocked and run the perimeter of property   excluding the water side.   Fretland also stated they will have power for security and electronic surveying.  Dean Hanson, Peaceful Valley Pheasants Forever Vice President, stated he had spoke with an engineer for MDU about installing the 2 light poles and trenching lines to buildings; they would then have a power box outside the buildings and also have power inside buildings. 
Grubb made a motion to approve the buildings second by Davidson.  Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland

Weflen made a motion to approve the fence, second by Grubb. Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland
Tom Qualley-fence application

Grubb made a motion to approve, second by Davidson.  Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland
Amanda Ramberg-building application to place manufactured home in R2 zoned area.  McClelland stated the current zoning ordinance states a manufactured home must have its longest measurement parallel to an adjacent street, however this lot will not allow for a home to have its longest measurement parallel to the street as the lot is 45 X 140.  The Planning and Zoning Commssion will look into revising the current ordinance to state the front door is street side,  The home that Ramberg will place on the lot will have the front porch facing the street.  
Davidson made a motion to approve, second by Weflen. Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland
Harlan Johnson-deck application

Davidson made a motion to approve, second by Weflen. Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland
EDC - Sign Application

Davidson made a motion to approve, second by John.  Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland
KDAK – building applications for homes on 116 6th Street and 112 6th Street
McClelland stated all issues had been satisfied

Davidson made a motion to approve the application for 116 6t Street, second by Grubb.  Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland
Grubb made a motion to approve the application for 112 6th Street, approved by Davidson.  Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland
#12  Building application approval list for Commissioners
Weflen made a motion to table until next meeting giving Planning and zoning President time to produce the list, second by Grubb.  Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland
#14  RC Neset – Building application for new Hangar at Tioga Airport

RC Neset distributed updated drawings to the commissioners.  The hanger will be built in Lot 19

Davidson made a motion to approve the hanger, second by Grubb.  Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland
#15  City Financials – Thompson stated he wanted to table this until he had a chance to talk with Abby Salinas, City Auditor.
Thompson made a motion to table, second by Weflen.  Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland
#16  Employee Payroll – July 20th, 2015
Grubb made a motion to approve, second by Thompson.  Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland
#17  City of Tioga Bills

Davidson made a motion to approve, second by Grubb.  Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland
#13  Zoning and other situations

Planning and Zoning President Dan Larson stated he had several points to discuss with the commission, one being the importance of adding a City Planner/Administrator role as this will help the office staff with the additional work that will be added with the upcoming annexations, updating zoning map, communicator between city and county/state, also help auditor where needed. Larson advised with the upcoming annexations and revising/adding of zoning the committee is finding a lot of current ordinances need to be update on and with a lot of the things we see looking ahead this position would be crucial.
Larson invited County Commissioner Barry Ramberg to go over some of the points of re-zoning once the annexations are final and the City increases its size.    A lengthy discussion was held and a decision was made to get some of city, planning and zoning, and Williams’s County Commissioners together to work out the annexations, eta, and zoning issues between Tioga and Williams County.
With no further business the meeting of the Tioga City Commission was adjourned by unanimous vote moved by Davidson second by at 10:00 p.m.   Call:  Ayes; Grubb, Thompson, Davidson, Weflen, McClelland
The next meeting of the City of Tioga is scheduled for Monday August 3, 2015 at 7:00 p.m., to be held at the Tioga City Hall.   







___________________________________________







Drake McClelland, President of the City Commission
ATTEST:

_______________________________________
Abby Salinas, City Auditor
